weaning weight gains were 131 and 128 g per day for bucket and teat fed animals, respectively. Bucket fed kids ingested 6.2 kg milk replacer each while automatically fed kids ingested about 50 p. 100 more. Moreover teat feeding saved labour compared to bucket feeding.
Fermented milk replacer A commercial calf milk replacer (similar composition as for bucket/teat-feeding trials) was fermented by adding about 2 p. 100 starter culture and stored for 1-2 days at 20 "C. The starter culture was fermented commercial skim milk with Streptococcus lactis, S. cremoris, S. diacetilactis and Leuconostoc citrovorum.
Acidified and non acidified milk replacer were fed ad libitum during 1-5 weeks of age from teat feeders. Kids got colostrum during the first week and they were weaned during the 6th week by feeding 0.75-1.0 1 per kid in one meal a day.
Pre-weaning weight gains were 139 g/day on an average for 22 female kids fed non acidified milk replacer, versus 147 g/day for 22 kids fed fermented milk replacer (no significant difference, P f 5 p. 100).
Fermented ' The weight of the intestine was not affected. Among the groups fed lipid diets, addition of starch-soy mixture sightly increased the weight of the rumen, reticulum and omasum and decreased the weight of the abomasum. The caecum of the S kids was significantly larger than in the other groups.
The pancreas weight was larger in the S and C kids than in M and TS ones. The thickness of the small and large intestine estimated by the weight (g)/length(m) ratio was largest in the M group.
